List of On-line Fraud

November 12, 1998: Federal Trade Commission announces “Operation Misgiving” in an effort to educate consumers on how to detect fraudulent schemes via phone and internet.  
1999:  According to a study conducted by Louis Harris & Associates for the National Consumer League six million online consumers have been victims of credit card-related fraud or unauthorized use on the Web. 

June 1999: Exploratory Committee for Governor George Bush files complaint with Federal Election Commission against an anti-Bush website operated by Zack Exley with the domain name www.gwbush.com. 
July 22, 1999: Hillary Clinton’s exploratory website www.hillary2000.com is hacked.  Users trying to visit Hillary’s site were directed to www.hillaryno.com, a site that was owned by Friends of Giuliani.  
September 13, 2003: Barclays® is latest target of spoofed website fraud as 
spam emails try to entice people to enter bank account information at fake site.
2004: www.gwbush04.com and www.joseph2004.org are two examples of fraudulent websites launched.  

April 2004: Sen. John Kerry’s campaign is victim of online political fraud.  A website was discovered that extensively copied Sen. Kerry’s site and falsely stated that it was “paid for and authorized by John Kerry for President, Inc.”

August 2004: U.S. Department of State issues warnings of fraudulent websites and advises citizens to only visit sites with “.gov” in the domain name.

September 28, 2004: It is reported that The Labour Party registers three domains bearing the name of Tory leader Michael Howard.  These three domains in question were www.michaelhowardmp.net, www. Michaelhowardmp.org, and www.michaelhowardmp.org.uk.  The official website is www.Michaelhoward.com. 
2005: According to NameProtect™ Inc., an international security firm, there were more than 170 tsunami-related scam sites that are soliciting donations to relief efforts. 

June 2, 2005: Escher-Grad™ Technologies announced it is a victim of slanderous and libelous web fraud.  The domain name www.eschergrad.com (WITHOUT a hyphen between escher and grad), which does NOT belong to Escher-Grad Technologies, is displaying slanderous information implying Escher-Grad is out of business.

September 2005:  Florida Attorney General Charlie Crist and Missouri Attorney General Jeremiah W. Nixon file suit against fraudulent websites raising money on behalf of Katrina victims.  
* Businesses that have been victims of on-line scams include Paypal® and Citibank®.  
